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Thomas Jefferson to James Garrard, January 18,

1803, from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO THE GOVERNOR OF KENTUCKY J. MSS. (JAMES GARRARD.)

Washington, Jan. 18, 1803.

Sir, —Soon after the date of my letter to you of Dec. 16th the memorial of the Senate

and House of Representatives of Kentucky to the President of the U. S. and the Senate

and House of Representatives of Congress came to hand. In that letter I informed you

that we had reason to believe that the suspension of the right of deposit at New Orleans

was an act merely of the intendant, unauthorized by his government; that immediately

on information of it we had taken measures to have it rectified, and that we had been

seconded in these by the cordial interposition of the minister of his catholic majesty

residing here. Further information showing that this act of the intendant was unauthorized

has strengthened our expectation that it will be corrected.

In order, however, to provide against the hazard which beset our interests & peace in that

quarter, I have determined with the approbation of the Senate, to send James Monroe,

late governor of Virginia, with full powers to him and our ministers in France and Spain to

enter with those governments into such arrangements as may effectually secure our rights

& interest in the Mississippi, and in the country eastward of that. He is now here and will

depart immediately. In the meantime knowing how important it is that the obstructions shall

be removed in time for the produce which will begin to descend the river in February, the



Library of Congress

Thomas Jefferson to James Garrard, January 18, 1803, from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes. Federal Edition.
Collected and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.027_0847_0847

Spanish minister, has, at our request, reiterated his interposition with the intendant of New

Orleans.

I inclose you a resolution of the House of Representatives on this subject, which with the

measures taken by the executive, will, I hope, furnish new grounds for the confidence

which the legislature of Kentucky is pleased to express in the government of the U. S., and

evince to them that that government is equally and impartially alive to the interests of every

portion of the union.


